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Digital Citizenship 

All students should be mindful of following proper Netiquette. 

Netiquette: Digital behavior 

 Try not to dominate any discussion. 

 Give other students the opportunity to join the discussion. 

 Use appropriate and academic language. Present your ideas appropriately. 

 Be cautious in using internet language. Example, do not capitalize all letters- this suggests 
shouting. 

 Popular emoticons, such as a smiley face, can be helpful to convey your tone, but do not 
overuse them. 

 Never make fun of someone’s ability to read or write. 

 Share tips with other students. 

 Keep an “open-mind” and be willing to express your opinion. All opinions should be respected. 

 Think and edit before you hit the “send” button. 

 Do not hesitate to ask for feedback. 

 Using humor is acceptable but must be appropriate. 

 Participation builds rapport with both your teachers and other students. 

 Activities not related to classroom assignments are considered inappropriate use. Messaging, 
Video conferencing, social networking not connected to the classroom activities should NOT 
be done during school hours. 

 The District reserves the right to suspend account access for students demonstrating 
inappropriate netiquette. If a student has lost access due to inappropriate use, the completion 
of the Digital Citizenship Refresh course will need to be completed. 

 
 

Academic Honesty Policy (Reference BOE Policy JICDA-R-#5) 

Philosophy 
In order for learning to be valid, students must engage in their studies honestly. When a student 

cheats or in any way compromises the integrity of the educational process, they demean themselves, 

debase the efforts of their peers and degrade the values of the educational process at Palmer High 

School. 

General Guidelines 
Students are expected to do their own work; to receive only such help from peers, parents or others 

as is authorized by instructors; to avoid claiming as their own the words, ideas or data of others; and 
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to refuse to assist peers in cheating. Students are also encouraged to bring the efforts of others who 

cheat to the attention of instructors or other school officials. 

Examples 
No set of examples can be exhaustive. The following list provides an indication of the kinds of 

behaviors that constitute academic dishonestly: 

1. Copying another student’s work for an assessment. Students must not look at the answer 

sheets of other’s or copy another student’s homework. 

2. Using “crib sheets,” unauthorized tools or other aids during an assessment. Students 

must bring into exam settings only those items which are specifically authorized by the 

instructor. If calculators are permitted, only authorized programs are allowed. 

3. Willfully allowing one’s own work to be copied or otherwise sharing answers during an 

assessment. Students are expected to take precautions to decrease the chances that 

someone else will cheat off their tests. 

4. Giving or receiving advance knowledge of an assessment. Students must not discuss the 

specifics of any assessment with others who have not yet taken the test. A student saying, 

“That was a hard test, and I’m glad I studied” is not cheating. A student who says, “There was 

a question comparing Hitler and Stalin” is helping someone else cheat. 

5. Plagiarizing the work of others. If a student uses the precise words, general ideas, or data 

of another student or from other sources, that work must be appropriately and specifically 

acknowledged. Students are urged to pay close attention to the instruction they receive 

regarding citation of sources. A bibliographic entry that refers to a specific source (without a 

corresponding internal citation or footnote) is not necessarily sufficient to protect a student 

against charges of plagiarism. Because intellectual property is the life-blood of academic 

pursuits, the IB Program and Palmer High School take very seriously this form of dishonesty. 

Ignorance of guidelines about citation of sources is not an excuse. When is doubt, students 

must ask for clarification. 

6. Allowing another person to do one’s work (collusion). Students should not work together 

on an assessment unless authorized by their instructors to do so. Teachers agree to be as 

clear as possible about guidelines for specific assignments. In the case of unauthorized 

collusion, both students are guilty of academic dishonestly. Getting general help from others is 

sometimes acceptable. For instance, it may be appropriate on some assignments for a peer or 

parent to offer general feedback or assist in mastering skills or reviewing content. Sometimes, 

of course, working together is required (group presentations, for instance). As in the case of 

Example #5 above, when in doubt, students must ask their instructors for clarification. 

7. Falsifying or willfully misrepresenting data. Students agree that data, which are submitted 

as part of experiments, lab write-ups, problem-sets, etc., have been collected honestly and 

appropriately given the requirements of the assignment. 

8. Borrowing the structure of another author’s phrases or sentences without crediting the 

author from whom it came. This kind of plagiarism usually occurs out of laziness: it is easier 

to replicate another writer’s style than to think about what you have read and then put it in your 

own words. The following example is from A Writers’ Reference by Diana Hacker (New York, 

p.171). 
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a. Original: If the existence of a signing ape was unsettling for linguists, it was also 

startling news for animal behaviorists. 

b. Unacceptable borrowing of words: An ape who knew sign language unsettled 

linguists and startled animal behaviorists. 

c. Unacceptable borrowing of sentence structure: If the presence of a sign-language-

using chimp was disturbing for scientists studying language, it was also surprising to 

scientists studying animal behavior. 

d. Acceptable paraphrase: When they learned of an ape’s ability to use sign language, 

both linguists and animal behaviorists were taken by surprise. 

Consequences 

Students will receive a “zero” or “no credit” for an assignment attempted or completed through 

cheating. At discretion of the teacher, the student may be required to complete the assignment 

(or an equivalent) for reduced credit. Depending on the student’s history of misconduct, their 

intent, its severity, other action may be taken, including detention, suspension, or removal from 

the relevant class or program.  

*International Baccalaureate students: see a specific version of this policy designed for 

IB students. 

 

 


